Two Centuries of English Diplomacy
against France; they were followed, in 1551, by the proposals for marrying the young English king to a French princess. All this time the official and the popular wish for a spirited policy was frustrated by the state of affairs north of the Tweed ; there Henry II. of France had begun the long series of intrigues, for whose conduct Scotland continued to offer facilities till the union of the two countries under Anne. It had at one time seemed as if the Tudor Princess Mary, instead of finding a husband in his son, Philip of Spain, might have married the father, Charles V. Hence the communications, that, begun so far back as 1518, had resulted in the visit of the emperor to Canterbury.
Mary's accession in 1553 gave the signal for the renewal of politico-religious intrigues with the English Romanisers by Renard and Noailles, respectively the representatives in London of the Austro-Spanish power and of France. In none of these could the plea or pretence of religion conceal the consistent reality of political aims. The diplomacy which preceded Mary Tudor's union with Philip of Spain remained the object of the country's uneasy observation from the day that marriage negotiations were suspected to be actually on foot. The air indeed had been full of matrimonial possibilities. The object of Cardinal Pole's sojourn in England was to promote the reunion of Rome and Canterbury. Gossip whispered significantly, if absurdly, about the favour his handsome person had found in the eyes of the English queen. The pope, it was said, so much desired to see Mary Tudor, his cardinal's wife, that he would have absolved the bridegroom from his priestly vows of celibacy. The fatal obstacles were the